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_ To His GRACE 


-, Duke of Somertet, 
 Halof HARTFORD, 
| Vifcount Beauchamp of HATCH, 
EP Baron Sqnuigl TROWBRIDGE, 
Chanéellor of the Univerfity of CAMBRIDGE, 
Lord High Steward of C HIC HESTER; 


_ And Knigic of the moft Noble Order of the GARTER. 


SGy210 tl R Grace has been pleasd {0 particularly to favour the 


OR SH = thence I have been encourag’d to this prefumption of De= 


~ dicating not only It, but alfo the unworthy Author of it to 


Your Protetion. All Arts and. Sciences have receiv'd their firft 


encouragement from Great Perfons, andowe their Propagation and 
Succe(s to Thesr efteem : loke fome fort of Fruit-trees, which being 


of atender Conftitution, and delicate in their Nature, require the 


 fhadow of the Cedar to fhield their Infancy from Bhites and 
> Storms. 


Mufick and Poetry have ever been acknowledg’d Sifters, which 


walking band in hand, (upport eachother ; As Poetryis the harmo~ 
ay of Words, fo Mufick w that of Notes: and as Poetry isa Rife 


above Profe and Oratory, fo & Mufick the exaltation of Poetry. 


Bath of them may excel apart, but {ure they are moft excellent when 
_ they aré joynd, becaufe nothing ws then wanting to either of their 
_ Perfections : for thus they appear like Wit and Beauty in the (ame 


Perfon.. Poetry and Paiating have arriv'd to their perfection tn our 
own Country: Mujick is yet but in. its Nonage, a forward Child, 
Ae Oa he ; which 


Compofition of the Mufick in Dioclefian, that from 


» ‘The Epiftle Dedicatory. bis 

whith gives bope of what it may be hereafter in England, when the 
Mafters of it fball find more Encouragement. “Tis now learning — 
Italian, whichis ats beft Majter, and fludying alittle of the French ~~ 
Air, to give wt fomewbat more of Gayety and Fafhion, Thus being 
farther from the Sun, we are of later Growth than our Neighbour 
Countries, and muft be content to fbake off our Barbarity by degrees. 
~The prefent Age feems already. difposd to. be refin'd, and to diftin- 
guifh betwixt wild Fancy, and a juft, numerous Compofition, So ~~ 
far the Gemus of Your Grace bas already prevawl'd ons: Many of 
the Nobility and Gentry have followd Your Uhiftrious Example in 
the Patronage of Mufick. Nay even our Poets begin to.grow afbam’d 
of their harfb and broken Numbers, and promife to file our uncouth 
Language into {moother Words. Re a, ae e 

Once more, therefore, I prefume to offer My Self and this Com— 
— pofition with all humility to Your Graces Protection, at leaft till I 
can redcem fo mean a Prefent by One which may better deferve Your 
Acceptation. Be pleasd to pardon my Ambition, which had no other 
means to obtain the Honour of being made known to You, but onlyths, * 
The Town, which bas been {0 indulgent to my firft Endeavours in this 
kind, bas encourag’d me to proceed in the {ame Attempt ; and Your 
‘Favour to this Trifle will.be a good Omen not only to the Succefs-of. 
the Next, but alfo to all the future Performances of = = 


Leta Your Grace's moft Obedient = 
SO eee fe and moft Obliged Servant, = 


. Henry Purcern - 
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